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SUBJECT: CHILEAN-PERUVIAN RELATIONS: OBSERVATIONS OF 
U.S. GEOLOGIST 

REF: SANTIAGO 3620 

1. ON MAY 30 A VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE USG GEOLOGIST, WHO HAD JUST 
COMPLETED A TWO- WEEK TRIP THROUGH MINING REGIONS OF NORTHERN 
CHILE, TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER THAT CHILEAN MINING -AND OTHER) 
OFFICIALS EXPRESSED LESS CONCERN ABOUT IMMINENT THREAT OF 
PERUVIAN INVASION THAN HE WOULD HAVE EXPECTED. GEOLOGIST S 
VIEWS PARALLEL CLOSELY REPORT OF SANTIAGO POLITICAL OFFICER 
(REFTEL) IN THAT, WHILE CHILEAN OFFICIALS ARE VERY MUCH 
AWARE OF PERUVIAN PRESENCE ON THEIR NORTHERN BORDER, THEIR 
LEVEL OF CONCERN SEEMS TO HAVE TAPERED OFF NOTICEABLY. 

2. COMMENT: GEOLOGIST HAS WORKED AND TRAVELED IN 
PERU AND CHILE FOR LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND IS NOT 
PRONE TO EXAGGERATION. HE HAS GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF 
GENERAL POLITICAL CONDITIONS IN BOTH COUNTRIES, AS 
WELL AS EXPERT GRASP OF AREA'S GEOLOGY. 
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